
Critical Paper I 

You have so far discussed various ideas and concepts regarding media, media literacy, 

literature, and genre. You have engaged questions of narrative and artistic merit, as well as 

wrestled with concepts of media and storytelling. For your first paper, you will be asked to 

consider all of these elements, as well as thematic representations, in a print text of your 

choice. You will, in essence, be asked to analyze a literary text. In your analysis, you will 

consider both the themes presented in the text as well as the genre conventions that it 

subscribes to.  

Your paper should open with a very short (no more than one page) recollection of the events 

transpired in your chosen text. You will then proceed to comment on the genre conventions 

which your chosen text subscribes to. Is it an epic? Is it a romance? Is it crime fiction? You will 

have to outline the core elements of your genre and show, with examples, how those elements 

are manifested in the text. This section should be 2 - 4 pages long.  

In the following section, you will discuss a theme, issue, or topic as represented in your text. 

Some examples of this are: 

 Women in Gilgamesh 

 Glory vs. Family in The Iliad 

 Lust and Love as Motivation in Twilight 

 Religious Iconography and Religious References in The Wheel of Time 

You are expected to clearly state how you think the text deals with your chosen topic and 

proceed to give examples from the text itself. This section should be 2 - 4 pages long. 

In your conclusion, you will wrap up nicely by re-stating your findings in a cohesive mannet. 

This paper should be no longer than ten double-spaced pages, not including the cover page. 

You should use font size 12 Arial (NOT Arial Black) or Times New Roman. You should adhere to 

standard margins. 

You are welcome to use outside sources as reference to support your claims about the text, but 

you are not required to. Remember to mind your mechanics. 

You will be evaluated based on how well you explain your positions about the text.  

This assignment is due by February 12th and must be printed. I will not accept submissions by 

e-mail.  


